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U.S.S.R. 

People's  Commissariat 
of  the  Navy 

C  H  I  2  F  of 
Naval  Gem  ral  ITavy  Staff 
of  the  U.S.S.R.  Eavy 

February,  20th  134G 

append,  to  H.  34563  c 

Moscow 


TO  GOU:  .  ‘  .  3.  A. 

ASSOCIATE  PiOSCUTOR  i OR  THE 
SC”:  :.T  r"C.I  I  ■  THE  INTEHEA- 
T10KAL  rfiLI'Vj!/  TSI30TAL  IE 
TOKYO. 


1  Inform  you  that  the  'naval  Gen.  ral  Stuff  of  the  U.S.S.R.  Navy  hoe  at 
its  disposal  the  following  data  on  the  measures  taken  by  Japan  to  tie  up 
tho  Soviet  navigation  in  the  c'urBO  of  Vo  rid  Var. 

Those  measures  may  ho  divided  into  tho  follov.-inf.  t/.roo  group s : 

1.  Closing  i>r  navigation  tho  strait*,  connecting  th  open  seas  which 
was  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas  and  violuti  r.  of  article  9  of 
the  Portsmouth  treaty  concerning  tho  navigation  in  the  rtre.its  of  Leporuae,,. 

2.  Examining  and  holdinr  un  on  Soviet  shins  by  the  Japanese  c  an and 
accomnanied  by  the  violation  of  generally  recognised  urinciclus  of  inter¬ 
national  law: 

3.  Attacking  and  sinking  of  Soviet  ships. 


1.  At  the  beginning  of  World  War  II  Japan  proclaim'd  the-  Straits  of 
Laperucso,  Sangr.r  and  Korea  her  "Naval  defensive  zones"  ( Stater.rnt  if  38  of 
tho  Naval  Ministry,  in  the  official  f ovornnent  Bull  >t in  "Xar.po", 

December  8,  1941). 

This  measure  enabled  the  Japanese  author  Vies  to  control  the  Japanese 
Sea  and  its  outlets  and  was  directed  against  tho  U.S.S.H. 

An  attempt  to  establish  a  control  of  thin  kind  on  tho  part  of  Japan 
had  already  taken  place  before  Jauan  entered  tie  var. 

ThiB  is  testified  by  tho  statement  of  tho  Japanese  Ambassador  in 
Moscow  addrorsed  on  Aufttst  25,  1941  to  the  Fcople’s  Conaisuer  c f  Jordan 
Affairs  of  the  U.S.S.R.  to  the  effect  that  tho  ship: lent  from  the  U.S.A.  to 
Vladivostok  of  the  materials  purchased  by  the  U.S.S.R.  creates  an  " embar¬ 
rassing  and  a  very  delicate  situation"  for  Japan,  so  far  an  these  pi  r chases 
are  shipped  close  to  the  Japanese  territory.  In  connection  with  this  the 
Japanese  government  requested  that  the  Soviet  government  should  pay  serious 
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attention  to  that  fact,  especially  to  the  quest!  n  of  the  routes  ar.d 
moans  of  these  shipments . 

In  reply  to  this  the  Soviet  {tv  r>nnent  f'und  it  ntfue-'iir  to  .ipkw  a 
statement  that  it  vuld  not  tut  consider  the  act-cm/t  to  hinder  the  tnu'o 

between  the  U.S.S.R  and  the  U  .  *  U* 

unfriendly  act  towards  tho  U.S.S.R.  ("Jr  Tto  Ft  ./  c'i  C.r  iue  ..  u  'f 
Foreign  Affairs"  -  statement  rublishtd  in  the  Moccow  Pre:  o,  :.s,  at  Id, 

1941). 


Since  June,  1941  tl.e  Japanese  .uthorities  pr'u*’  »L  r.  he  stretch  rf 
water  to  the  west  of  the  Pest-nunr,  Is  .  undo  to  tho  c.  ’n<  mainland  in  the 

straits  of  Formosa  a  dangerous  zone  for  navlf  ..  /n,  ..  na'.c.  practi¬ 

cally  blocks  the  straits  of  Formosa  (it  stretwnen  a  '  ■:  (■  a ‘lev  longitudi¬ 
nally  and  about  IOC  miles  latituianaily) . 


Since  Au,ust  15,  1944  a  zone  around  Femora  Ts*and  stretching  <5 
mileo  from  the  shore  was  additional*/  pro e3 aired  dangaroao  for  navigation. 
Furthermore,  according-  to  the  earlier  data  the  an. 'roaches  to  tho  straits 
of  Hoko-ko  from  the  South  and  the  North  (Cn  the  Formosa  Inland  to  the  cast 
of  the  Pcscador  Islands)  were  r.i*’Kd.  Iho  vppr 'n  d.  se  t  '  the  ports  of  the 
Chinese  coast  located  in  the  Straits  were  rined  as  v'e'Li. 


Whereas  there  is  an  agreement  (exchange  of  r.otco,  19/VII  ••  18/X  1895) 
between  tho  Russian  and  the  J.Toar.c  e t»  "cvernrente  nn  the  statue  of  the  et emits 
in  accordance  with  which  the  Jawtnerc  gov,. -.at  a*-ce:ited  that  ,he  rt.a  >:s 
of  Formoca  were  an  inroortaat  international  esu-routi  ,  and  that  "therefore 
this  straits  are  outside  tho  sphere  of  its  exclusive  control  and  use". 

(E.D.  Crrimn.  Symposium  of  tre.  tioB  pod  "th.er  documents  ^r.  the  history  of 
international  relations  in  the  Par  East,  1927). 

I.eeal  status  'f  Soviet  trodo  ohippinr  (bcfoje  the  declaration  rf  war 
by  the  U.S.S.P..  on  Japan)  via  determined  b;  their  b.  longing  to  a  neutral 
country.  Since  the  strait o  were  proclaimed  by  Ja’uui  "neval  defr.r.c.ive 
zones"  the  neutral  Soviet  trade  ships  ai/ht  have  l  ad  the  ri  dit  tc,  o  nr.t 
only  through  the  Straits  oi  Laperueo  (art.  9  of  the  Portsmouth  treaty), 
but  also  through  the  Hangar,  Korean  and  Formosa  StrLitG,  straito  of 
international  importance. 


Ti.o  Soviet  l*nV  n  \/a«  part'. 
Slvaito,  which  direct  ij*  tonnec'. 


a  .a-v1.;-  interne  etc..  >  u 
t.l.e  J.'paneae  St?.  i:.,h 


t>...  oar...i.r 

fc  Tho XI  iv>  » 


The  uoc-  of  Laperuve  Straits  for  f.avJ  *a-  ion  ie  it  •  avaht a  •-ouo.  Tn 
the  first  place,  the  straits  cenr..  ot  the  Japanese  Sea  vith  the  Sau  of 
Okhotsk,  and  the  latter  with  the  Pacific  t.V.rough  the  Kuril  Straits,  which 
naturally,  makes  the  routs  lonror  and  iv-..pers  aUi/v'nj,  acid  secondly, 
soviet  ships  can  p«os  through  tho  Lpp«  ruvo  strait?  from  January  to  April 
only  witl  the  help  of  powerful  icebr* <.  :rrv 

The  Soviet  gevemrer T.  f  rrquvr.tly  .‘.  '.Ta  sted  that  tho  Je.par.es?  ,  •  vernment« 

open  the  Sanger  straits  free  from  ice  in  the  winter  months  for  Soviet  trade 
ships,  but  those  requests  were  declined  under  the  piet''sct  that  this  zone 
was  a  defensive  one. 
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By  way  of  compromise  tho  Japr.nosc  aut';/.estr.a  that  '■v/itt  snipe  u. -imt o 

through  tho  Korean  straits  and  further  North,  to  the  East  of  the  Xjushu 

and  Honshu  Iolonds. 

At  first  it  was  not  nouessarp  to  V.e-p  to  'fJuJto  fat*  w  L*  pass 

through  tho  straits,  tut  '<r.  Seoruscy  !■».  IS  *•£  i  u  Jap,  no  La  C  .•jrr.t  f  • rod 

the  linits  of  fairways,  and  on  January  21,  1S<3,  the  conditions  of  naviga¬ 
tion  for  Soviet  shinu  pasting  through  the  K'-re«r.  Straits  were  a&ain  changed. 
In  tho  straits  and  w  tuvi  tho  Island  of  IJrufha  new  fp.  irvatys  sere  fixed. 

For  the  navigation  in  the  ILsific  wove  inulraien.  to-j?  .jr  Molts  which 
the  Soviot  ships  ve,<i  not  o'. lowed  to  cro«»-  o  i  cpyio**  ••  tho  cc«i:iJ.iae 
of  the  Island  of  Honshu  bceidtp  the  fuwt  that  the  r/dt  fchroy,;r  tho 
Korean  straits  indicated  ty  tho  Jspnr  :sc  Vjk  dlrinlvr.!: vage'uo ,  It  -was 
dfuii  erous  for  navigatV  n  pud  throat enud  the  safe  e  oiling  -  I  Soziot  vessels, 
which  1b  corroborate  by  tho  tfhiivrcck  of  tnc  Ujigaratroi1, ,  the  "Kola1, , 
and  the  Ilmen"  (Appendix  N  4). 

After  these  shipwrecks  Soviot  bouts  storred  navigating  in  the  Korean 
Straits.  The  Straits  of  Wporu^e  were  practically  eloped  since  the  Japanese 
had  left  only  two  narrow  fairwayo  for  th*  pasture  of  Soviet  chips. 

The  passa  o  through  the  fairways  of  tho  Laporvsc  St.raltn  during.  the 
winter  months  took  ertra  fifteen  (3 aye  for  tho  ships  covld  only  pass  with 
the  help  of  icrobreakers  there  of  ton  "no  a  danger  for  th*.  ships  to  <  et 
jammed  and  drift  icebound. 

2.  Tho  right  of  the  belligerent  narty  to  stot>  and  ex.. line  tho  tradeohlpe 
of  neutral  countries,  vaa  resorted  to  b*  th*  Japanese  Havnl  Coorantl ,  not 
only  in  full  measure  but  also  so  cn.ptiouoly  (including,  holding  up  shits 
for  a  Ion*  tine)  that  it  re ndnr.’d  navigation  in  the  Satoi-use,  Korean  and 
Kuril  Straits  practically  impossible.  Bj’nw  is  given  a  table  of  the  number 
of  stoppages  and  del&yo  by  the  Japanese  of  the  So/iet  ships  bound  overseas 
in  tho  Pacific  from  August  1941  to  tho  end  oi  the  year  1944. 


T  A  B  L  D 


Destination 

Ro/  ions 

Laptruae 

Straits 

Korean 
Stra’ tr 

Kuril 
_ Jtrftlt-o 

Other 
r.vl '  r.s 

To¬ 

tal 

Rotes 

En  route  to 
USA 

45 

28 

3 

•> 

V 

78 

Out  of  178 

En  route 
from  USA 

63 

24 

0 

4 

ICO 

ships  2  were 
he'-  d  up  by 
the  unc  of 
amu;  0  oil  ip  n 

were  taken  to 
the  Japanese 
ports. 

Total 

108 

52 

12 

6 

178 

• 
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The  "Ingul"  bound  in  April  1943  for  Vladivostok  fror  Seattle  (’f£vO, 
and  having  n  hoard  a«  n  t  or.-:  ral  cairv'  heavy  loede  arid  f  Jstuffa  It  an 
example  of  prolonged  holding  ur  r,f  io/iet  shite. 

At  9.02,  April  29,  the  shir*  wa*i  held  up  by  a  ac  patrol  boat 

and  was  released  only  on  June  23,  1M4J.  (^ppen-.  x  Li  ~) 

On  examining  the  chips  the  J.-  a  nctr  offt<  •<  far  d  the  cap  atne  to 
sign  certificates  rropa-'fd  b  af  <■  ivh„- 1  d  b  ’  the  Jaw  .nose  Hava*  C-unaid  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  certain  fern  (Appendix  il  c  •e  ’-  ./  ing  signing  such  certificates 
is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  in.e.n.a*.  tn.ii  lav. 

3.  Deliberately  creating  difficult  Us  for  tho  my  i&il  Ion  o,f  Soviet  trade 
vessels  on  the  routes  Viadi/ootck-  k)tropr.v«lv:.I>  JSA  ports,  tho  Japanese 
did  not  hesitate  to  destroy  soviet  slips,  whenever  they  considered  It 
expedient. 

The  following  documents  are  {  i/en  in  *h«.  appendixes: 

a.  Extracts  fror  the  detail'd  ’eport  of  the  contain  of  the  "Vanzetie" 
which  was  attached  by  a  Japanese  ; »lar.u  and  later  was  towed  to  the  harbour 
of  Kusiuoto  (Appendix  N  3). 

4 

b.  Description  (based  on  thi  cattalns'  reports)  of  the  sinkings  of 
the  ships:  the  "Krcchet",  "Penkop'',  "kailkop",  "juigai stroy",  "Ilmen", 
"Kola'1 ,  "SelorusBia"  (Appendix  II  4). 


APVIPAI  0 E  TFE  FLEET  (fl  T.ed  Isekov) 
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